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are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be  accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm 
facts  with  a second  source. 
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Introduction  to  English  Language  Arts  9 

Welcome  to  English  Language  Arts  9!  We  hope  that  you  and  your  student  enjoy  working  through  this  course 
together. 

The  Course  at  a Glance 

There  are  seven  modules  for  this  course.  It  is  recommended  that  students  work  through  the  modules  in  order 
because  the  concepts  and  skills  introduced  in  one  module  will  be  reinforced,  extended,  and  applied  in  later 
modules. 


Module  2 Module  3 


Module  1 

Welcome  Aboard! 

Section  1: 

All  Aboard! 

Section  2: 

Becoming  an  Active 
Reader 

Section  3: 

The  Writing  Process 

Section  4: 

Co-operating  with 
Others 


Module  5 

A World  of  Tales 

Section  1: 

The  Gift  of  Stories 

Section  2: 
Modern  Tales 

Section  3: 

The  Story  of  the 
Trojan  War 

Section  4: 

A Novel  Experience 


All  That  I Am 


Section  1: 

Who  Are  You? 


Module  6 

Fast  Forward 

Section  1: 

You  and  the  Media 

Section  2: 
Buyer  Beware 

Section  3: 
Sending  a Clear 
Message 


Turning  Points 

Section  1: 

Notable  Encounters 

Section  2: 

Love  and  Death 

Section  3: 
Critical  Moments 


^ '<4' 


Module  7 

Do  the  Right  Thing 

Section  1: 

Choices  and  Decisions 

Section  2: 

The  Theme  of 
Compassion 

Section  3: 

Voicing  Your  Views 

Section  4: 

Reviewing  for  the 
Final  Test 


Module  4 

Final  Frontiers 

Section  1: 

Space — The  Final 
Frontier 

Section  2; 

The  Power  of 
Knowledge 

Section  3; 
Reports — A Way  of 
Sharing  Knowledge 
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English  Language  Arts  9 Curriculum  Information 

Alberta  Education,  a department  within  the  Government  of  Alberta,  is  responsible  for  determining  what 
Alberta  students  are  expected  to  learn  from  Kindergarten  to  Grade  12.  The  department  works  with  its 
stakeholders  to  design  curriculum  and  provide  authorized  resources  that  meet  the  needs  of  learners  and 
educators. 

This  distance  learning  course  was  designed  and  developed  by  Learning  Technologies  Branch  within  Alberta 
Education.  The  course  components  have  been  reviewed  and  approved  as  provincially  authorized  resources. 
This  means  the  Alberta  teachers  and  publishing  staff  who  made  these  resources  have  ensured  they  comply 
with  the  standards  and  specifications  established  by  Alberta  Education  for  this  curriculum. 

Specific  information  about  this  curriculum  can  be  found  on  the  Alberta  Education  website  where  Curriculum 
Handbooks  for  Parents  and  Curriculum  Summaries  are  available: 

http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/parents/handbooks/ 

Following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  English  Language  Arts  9 Program  of  Studies. 

The  aim  of  English  language  arts  is  to  enable  each  student  to  understand  and  appreciate  language  and  to  use  it 
confidently  and  competently  in  a variety  of  situations  for  communication,  personal  satisfaction,  and  learning. 

The  six  language  arts— listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  viewing,  and  representing — are  interrelated 
and  interdependent.  Students  become  confident  and  competent  users  of  all  six  language  arts  through  many 
opportunities  to  listen  and  speak,  read  and  write,  and  view  and  represent  in  a variety  of  ways  and  contexts. 

English  Language  Arts  9 presents  students  with  learning  activities  to  improve  their  use  of  language  to  think, 
communicate,  and  learn.  As  students  work  through  the  course,  they  will  use  the  communication  modes  of 
listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  viewing,  and  representing  to  achieve  the  following  outcomes: 

• explore  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings,  and  experiences 

• comprehend  and  respond  personally  cmd  critically  to  oral,  print,  and  other  media  texts 

• mamage  ideas  cmd  information 

• enhance  the  clarity  and  artistry  of  communication 

• respect,  support,  and  collaborate  with  others 

English  Language  Arts  9 Course  Components 

You  have  chosen  cm  alternative  form  of  learning  that  allows  your  student  greater  freedom  in  some  ways  than 
traditional  classroom  learning.  It  also  requires  discipline  and  motivation  for  your  student  to  carry  on  without 
someone  standing  behind  and  pushing  as  a classroom  teacher  often  does.  As  a home  instructor,  you  can  assist 
your  student  in  many  ways.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  familiarize  yourself  with  the  structure  of  the  course  and 
its  components.  The  structure  of  the  modules  in  English  Language  Arts  9 follows  a systematic  design.  The 
basic  components  include  Student  Module  Booklets,  Assignment  Booklets,  and  multimedia  and  audio  CDs. 

The  English  Language  Arts  9 learning  package  includes  the  following  components: 

• seven  Student  Module  Booklets 

• fourteen  Assignment  Booklets 

• two  English  Language  Arts  9 audio  CDs 

• English  Language  Arts  9 Multimedia  CD 

• Researching  and  Making  Presentations  CD 
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When  you  receive  your  course  materials,  take  the  time  to  look  carefully  at  what  you  have  received  to  ensure 
that  it  is  complete,  that  it  is  the  correct  course,  and  that  it  is  not  defective  in  ciny  way.  If  there  is  a problem, 
notify  your  supplier  immediately. 

Student  Module  Booklets 

Each  Student  Module  Booklet  begins  with  a table  of  contents,  course  information,  a module  overview,  and  an 
assessment  statement.  Note  how  each  of  the  seven  modules  in  the  course  is  divided  into  sections  (usually 
three  per  module)  and  how  each  section  is,  in  turn,  divided  into  lessons.  Lessons  contain  instructional 
material  and  questions  for  students  to  respond  to.  At  the  end  of  each  lesson,  you  will  usually  find  a glossary 
of  terms  that  have  been  introduced  in  that  lesson.  You  will  also  find  suggested  responses  at  the  end  of  each 
lesson.  These  responses  allow  students  to  correct  their  own  work  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet — something 
that  you  should  monitor  closely. 

At  the  end  of  each  Student  Module  Booklet  there  is  a module  summary,  which  focuses  on  the  main  ideas  and 
concepts  that  the  student  has  learned. 

Assignment  Booklets 

Accompanying  each  module  are  two  Assignment  Booklets.  Your  student’s  marks  for  each  module  will  be 
determined  by  how  well  he  or  she  does  the  assignments  in  the  Assignment  Booklets.  As  your  student  works 
through  a Student  Module  Booklet,  he  or  she  will  be  directed  to  the  appropriate  Assignment  Booklet  to 
respond  to  the  questions  asked  there.  It  is  these  responses  that  students  will  submit  to  their  teacher  for 
grading.  Please  ensure  that  your  student  follows  the  instructions  in  the  Assignment  Booklets  closely  and  that 
the  student  does  his  or  her  best  work  for  assessment. 

When  your  student  has  completed  each  Assignment  Booklet,  it  should  be  promptly  submitted  to  the  teacher 
for  assessment.  If  your  student  has  any  concerns  about  the  assignments,  he  or  she  should  contact  the  teacher. 
Feedback  is  important  for  the  learning  process.  Although  assessment  helps  measure  progress,  feedback  often 
offers  strategies  for  improvement  before  the  next  assignment.  While  you  are  waiting  for  feedback  from  the 
teacher,  you  are  encouraged  to  have  your  student  start  the  next  module. 

Course  CDs 

Your  course  contains  four  CDs.  These  CDs  contain  various  multimedia  and  audio  segments  that  will  help  your 
student  learn  the  basic  concepts  within  this  course.  Students  lecirn  in  different  ways,  and  technology  helps 
create  different  kinds  of  learning  environments.  Students  have  an  opportunity  to  interact  with  the 
information.  They  can  try  different  scenarios  and  see  what  happens.  They  Ccm  see  how  these  concepts  relate 
to  world  problems  and  situations. 

These  course  CDs  will  help  your  student  understand,  use,  and  apply  technology  in  effective,  efficient,  and 
ethical  ways.  Learning  information  and  communication  technology  (ICT)  skills  is  necessary  for  your  student  to 
ensure  ongoing  competitiveness  in  a knowledge  economy. 

If  you  do  not  have  access  to  a computer,  make  every  effort  to  arrange  for  your  student  to  have  periodic 
access  to  a computer  in  a nearby  school  or  library. 
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Resources  and  Equipment 

In  addition  to  the  course  materials,  your  student  will  need  the  following  resources,  which  are  available  from 
the  Learning  Resources  Centre: 

• the  textbook  Crossroads  9 

• the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students 

• a novel  selected  from  the  list  provided  in  Assignment  Booklet  lA 

• a dictionary,  such  as  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  or  Canadian  Oxford  Dictionary 

Following  is  a list  of  equipment  that  your  student  will  be  required  to  use.  You  may  wish  to  discuss  the 
availability  of  equipment  with  your  distance  learning  provider. 

• Your  student  will  need  access  to  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive  to  view  the  multimedia  CDs  that  come 
with  this  course.  Your  student  should  also  use  a word-processing  application  like  Microsoft  Word  to  do 
assignments  whenever  possible.  Because  students  are  frequently  referred  to  the  Internet,  your  student 
should  have  access  to  an  Internet  connection.  If  you  do  not  have  computer  and  Internet  capabilities  at 
home,  remember  that  computers  with  Internet  access  are  widely  available  through  public  libraries  and 
schools.  Make  arrangements  so  that  your  student  has  access  to  this  valuable  resource. 

• To  listen  to  the  English  Language  Arts  9 audio  CDs  that  come  with  the  course  materials,  your  student 
may  use  a CD  player  or  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive. 

• Your  student  will  need  some  way  to  record  oral  assignments.  You  may  choose  to  use  an  audiocassette 
recorder  or  a computer  equipped  with  recording  capability. 

Finally,  your  student  will  need  a notebook  for  journal  writing  and  a separate  notebook  or  binder  with  lined 
paper  to  answer  questions  from  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Additional  Resources 

Internet  Links 

The  Internet  can  be  a valuable  research  and  learning  tool  for  your  student.  Periodically,  references  to 
Internet  sites  are  provided  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets  and/or  in  the  Home  Instructor’s  Guide.  You 
should  also  encourage  your  student  to  use  other  information  sources,  such  as  the  library. 

When  your  student  is  using  the  Internet,  there  are  a few  things  to  keep  in  mind: 

• Do  not  believe  everything  you  read.  The  Internet  is  filled  with  information.  Unfortunately,  not  all  of  it 
is  correct.  Anyone  can  put  information  on  the  Internet.  The  important  thing  is  that  your  student  takes  a 
close  look  at  the  source  to  determine  who  is  credited  with  supplying  the  information.  For  example,  did 
a university,  a museum,  or  a science  centre  put  the  information  on  the  Internet?  If  so,  it  probably 
provides  correct  information. 

The  point  is  to  encourage  your  student  to  use  a critical  eye  and  not  to  believe  everything  he  or  she 
reads.  If  your  student  is  uncertain  about  something,  it  is  wise  to  double  check  the  information  on  one 
or  two  other  sites  or  with  other  resources. 
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Go  to  the  Internet  sites  referenced  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets  or  this  guide  before  your  student 
accesses  them.  Confirm  the  site  is  still  relevant  and  appropriate  for  your  student.  The  owners  of  the 
Internet  addresses  (URLs)  sometimes  change,  and  a site  that  was  educational  when  this  course  was 
written  may  no  longer  be  suitable.  Also,  try  out  recommended  search  words  to  confirm  that  they  are 
still  safe. 

• Use  online  research  tools.  There  are  a number  of  different  tools,  called  search  engines,  available  to 
assist  your  student  in  finding  information  on  the  Internet.  These  engines  organize  and  sort  information 
by  topic  or  key  word.  AltaVista  Canada  (www.altavista.coni),  Google  Canada  (www.google.ca),  and 
Yahoo!  Canada  (www.yahoo.ca)  are  just  a few  of  the  search  engines  available. 

• Websites  can  change  or  disappear.  Your  student  should  keep  in  mind  that  the  Internet  is  constantly 
changing.  Sometimes  he  or  she  will  discover  that  after  typing  in  an  address,  a note  will  come  up  on  the 
screen  indicating  that  the  site  has  moved  or  disappeared.  If  your  student  finds  that  an  address  does 
not  work,  he  or  she  should  go  back  to  one  of  the  search  engines  and  do  a general  search  using  a key 
word  or  phrase. 

LearnAlberta.ca 

LearnAlberta.ca  is  a special,  protected  website  found  at  http://www.le21rnalberta.ca.  It  has  been  developed 
by  Alberta  Education  for  Albertans.  Whenever  your  student  is  asked  to  go  to  this  large  site  (portal),  you  can 
be  assured  the  content  has  been  either  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  or  licensed  to  Alberta 
Education  because  it  is  quality  content  related  to  Alberta  students’  needs. 

LearnAlberta.ca  is  a recognized,  digital  learning  environment  for  Albertans.  This  Alberta  Education  portal  is  a 
place  where  students  can  support  their  learning  by  accessing  resources  for  projects,  homework,  help, 
review,  or  study.  Home  instructors  also  have  access  so  they  can  learn  what  their  students  are  expected  to 
know  and  be  able  to  do.  They  can  then  support  their  students’  learning. 

For  example,  LearnAlberta.ca  contains  a large  Online  Reference  Centre  that  includes  multimedia 
encyclopedias,  journals,  newspapers,  transcripts,  images,  maps,  and  more.  The  National  Geographic  site 
contains  many  current  video  clips  that  have  been  indexed  for  Alberta  Programs  of  Study.  Teacher  support 
materials  and  student  activities  are  also  available.  The  content  is  organized  by  grade  level,  subject,  and 
curriculum  objective.  Use  the  search  engine  to  find  key  concepts  quickly.  Check  this  site  often  as  new 
interactive  multimedia  segments  are  being  added  all  the  time. 

If  you  find  a password  is  required,  contact  your  teacher  or  school  to  get  one.  No  fee  is  required. 

The  Role  of  the  Home  Instructor 

As  the  home  instructor,  you  have  a key  role  in  determining  your  student’s  success  in  this  course.  Your  student 
needs  encouragement  and  the  confidence  of  knowing  that  the  course  is  important  to  his  or  her  future.  You  are 
expected  to  perform  the  following  duties: 

• Ensure  your  student  has  all  the  necessary  resources  and  equipment. 

• Ensure  your  student  has  a suitable  study  area. 

• Ensure  your  student  sets  goals  and  establishes  a timetable  for  completing  each  module. 

• Supervise  your  student’s  completion  of  the  English  Language  Arts  9 modules. 

• Monitor  your  student’s  progress. 

• Provide  your  student  with  encouragement. 

• Check  your  student’s  work,  or  supervise  your  student’s  checking  of  the  lessons. 

• Supervise  the  submission  of  Assignment  Booklets. 
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• Develop  a routine  with  your  student. 

• Develop  a good  working  relationship  with  your  student’s  school. 

Here  are  a few  other  things  you  can  do  to  help  maximize  your  student’s  chances  of  success  in  this  course; 

• Encourage  your  student  to  read  the  modules  and  selections  in  the  textbook  carefully  and  completely. 
Students  should  answer  all  questions  in  their  notebooks.  In  some  cases,  it  may  be  appropriate  for  your 
student  to  discuss  the  questions  with  you.  Students  should  check  their  responses  with  the  suggested 
responses  after  they  have  attempted  to  answer  the  questions.  Encourage  your  student  to  discuss  his  or 
her  answers  with  you  after  comparing  them  with  the  suggested  responses. 

• Use  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students  as  a resource  for  extra  help  whenever  it 
is  needed. 

• In  English  Language  Arts  9 your  student  will  respond  to  texts  by  completing  journal  entries,  creating 
portfolio  items,  and  keeping  vocabulary  logs.  Pay  particular  attention  to  these  ongoing  activities. 

• The  English  Language  Arts  9 course  is  designed  so  your  student  can  work  independently  much  of 
the  time.  However,  group  work  is  an  important  aspect  of  English  language  arts,  and  your  student  will 
frequently  be  asked  to  work  with  others.  If  your  student  is  being  home-schooled,  a partner  or  group  may 
not  be  readily  available.  Perhaps  you  can  arrange  for  another  student  in  your  area  to  be  your  student’s 
partner.  The  communication  does  not  need  to  be  face  to  face;  your  student  may  be  able  to  use  the 
telephone  or  e-mail.  Alternatively,  you  or  another  family  member  can  be  your  student’s  partner. 

• Remember  that  the  skills  of  reading,  writing,  speaking,  listening,  viewing,  and  representing  improve 
gradually  with  effort  and  practice.  Encourage  your  student  to  work  slowly  and  carefully  through  the 
modules  and  assignments  to  achieve  maximum  benefit  from  the  course. 

• Ensure  that  your  student  works  through  each  Assignment  Booklet  carefully.  Most  assignments  include 
assessment  criteria  so  that  students  can  see  how  the  assignment  will  be  marked.  Review  the  assessment 
criteria  together  before  your  student  begins  each  assignment.  Encourage  your  student  to  revise  and  edit 
all  work;  assignments  should  reflect  students’  best  efforts.  As  you  guide  and  advise  your  student,  be 
sure  that  you  do  not  direct  or  take  control  of  the  work  being  done.  Students  must  assume  responsibility 
for  their  own  work  and  learn  from  their  mistakes  as  well  as  their  achievements. 

• Review  your  student’s  assignments  when  they  have  been  marked  and  returned  by  the  teacher.  Help  your 
student  to  understand  personal  areas  of  relative  strength  and  weakness  and  to  see  where  improvements 
may  be  needed.  Try  to  praise  your  student’s  efforts  and  successes,  and  give  encouragement  when  facing 
challenges. 

Arranging  the  Learning  Area 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  ensure  success  for  your  student  is  to  establish  a study  corner.  This  area  should  be 
well  lit,  quiet,  and  free  from  interruptions  and  distractions.  A comfortable  chair  and  work  space  on  a table  or 
desk  are  essential.  Students  require  sufficient  space  for  course  materials,  books,  and  equipment. 
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Time  Commitment 


It  is  importcint  for  the  student  to  have  a schedule.  Ensure  that  your  student  does  some  advcuice  planning. 
Check  the  final  plans  to  see  that  they  are  realistic. 

Only  you  and  your  student  know  how  much  time  is  available  for  completing  a course.  It  does  not  matter  too 
much  what  time  of  day  the  student  does  the  course  work — this  varies  with  the  individual’s  situation.  You  and 
your  student  must  decide  when  you  wish  to  have  the  course  completed.  When  you  make  this  estimate,  you 
must  take  into  account  time  worked  away  from  home,  time  needed  for  chores,  and  time  needed  for  recreation 
and  relaxation.  In  Module  1,  students  are  asked  to  create  a chart  indicating  dates  when  each  module  will  be 
completed. 

Modify  your  plans  as  circumstances  change.  Be  flexible,  but  do  not  procrastinate.  A scheduled  approach  to 
module  activities  will  help  your  student  successfully  complete  the  course. 

Assessment 


Assessment  is  important  to  the  development  of  every  learner.  There  are  two  kinds  of  assessment  in  this 
course:  informal  and  formal.  As  the  home  instructor,  you  will  take  part  in  the  informal  assessment. 

Informal  Assessment 

The  suggested  responses  at  the  end  of  each  lesson  give  students  immediate  feedback,  which  confirms  and 
clarifies  their  understanding  before  they  go  on.  At  the  junior  high  level,  monitoring  student  responses  and 
discussing  the  results  with  students  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  home  instructors.  When  your 
student  has  completed  a lesson,  you  should  skim  over  it  to  be  sure  enough  time  and  effort  have  been  spent 
on  it. 

When  checking  your  student’s  work,  focus  first  on  the  work  done  correctly.  Then,  if  necessary,  spend  time 
clearing  up  any  misunderstandings.  Following  are  a few  suggestions  that  have  proved  to  be  constructive 
ways  of  handling  errors.  Stop  to  consider  why  there  are  errors.  Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Is  the  student  repeatedly  making  the  same  kinds  of  errors,  or  do  the  errors  appear  to  be  random? 

• Do  the  errors  appear  to  be  the  result  of  carelessness? 

• Has  the  student  put  in  enough  effort? 

If  your  student  is  repeatedly  making  the  same  types  of  mistakes,  you  may  need  to  read  through  the  related 
section  and  explain  in  your  own  words  what  the  main  ideas  are.  If  the  errors  are  random  cuid  do  not  have  a 
serious  impact,  then  they  may  be  ignored.  If  the  errors  appear  to  be  due  to  carelessness,  you  may  need  to  do 
the  following: 

• Check  to  see  if  your  student  understands  the  directions. 

• Relate  the  activity  where  the  error  occurred  to  some  meaningful  aspect  of  your  student’s  life. 

• Discuss  the  information  with  your  student. 

• Have  your  student  slow  down. 

• Give  your  student  a rest. 

Always  instruct  your  student  to  adjust  any  incorrect  responses.  The  Student  Module  Booklet  becomes  an 
important  reference  when  doing  assignments,  and  it  is  essential  for  it  to  be  accurate.  Remember  the 
importance  of  students  not  only  learning  from  their  corrections  but  also  realizing  that  mistakes  are  a normal 
part  of  learning. 
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Formal  Assessment 


Formal  assessment  is  based  on  the  work  students  do  in  their  Assignment  Booklets,  on  a midterm  test,  and  on 
a final  test.  All  of  these  are  marked  by  a teacher. 

There  are  two  Assignment  Booklets  for  each  module  in  the  course.  The  assignments  are  based  on  the  work 
the  student  does  in  the  module.  Your  student  may  refer  to  the  Student  Module  Booklet  while  completing  the 
assignments.  Each  assignment  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  the  student’s  demonstrated  understanding  of  the 
concepts,  completeness  of  work,  neatness,  and  legibility. 

English  Language  Arts  9,  being  a core  subject  in  junior  high,  requires  students  to  write  a final  test  that  must  be 
supervised  by  a responsible  adult.  Contact  your  learning  provider  for  information  about  the  administration  of 
the  final  test. 

The  final  mark  is  determined  by  how  well  a student  does  on  all  the  modules  and  the  two  tests.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  tests  make  up  40  percent  of  the  student’s  mark,  with  the  other  60  percent  based  on  course  work,  as 
assessed  by  the  teacher. 


Special  Features 

The  following  are  special  features  of  English  Language  Arts  9: 


• Journal  Entry.  The  journal  is  a collection  of  a student’s  personal  writing.  It  is  a place  where  students 
can  explore  ideas  and  express  themselves.  In  each  module,  students  receive  suggestions  for  journal 
entries. 


• Portfolio  Item.  The  portfolio  is  a place  for  students  to  respond  to  texts  creatively  using  a variety  of 
techniques.  Students  receive  suggestions  in  each  module  for  items  to  include  in  their  portfolios. 

• Vocabulary  Log.  The  vocabulary  log  is  a way  to  help  students  expand  their  vocabularies. 

• Visual  Cues.  Students  will  see  colour  used  to  highlight  terms  that  are  defined  in  the  glossary.  As  well, 
students  will  find  several  icons  in  the  margins  of  the  Student  Module  Booklets.  Read  the  following 
explanations  to  discover  what  each  icon  prompts  your  student  to  do. 


Use  one  of  the 
textbooks. 


Use  one  of  the 
course  CDs. 


Explore  the 
Internet. 


View  television 
or  a feature  film. 


Get  together  with  a 
partner  or  a group. 


These  features  are  explained  in  greater  detail  in  Module  1 . 
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Module  1:  Welcome  Aboard! 


Module  1 focuses  on  introducing  English  Language  Arts  9 students  to  the  course  and  its  components  and 
the  expectations.  In  the  first  section,  students  are  introduced  to  the  course  and  materials — the  textbook, 
the  handbook,  a dictionary,  and  a thesaurus.  In  the  second  section,  students  review  and  practise  reading 
strategies  and  skills.  Students  study  the  SQ3R  method  of  reading  non-fiction  materials. 

Section  1:  All  Aboard! 

Section  1 introduces  students  to  the  course  and  materials.  Students  are  asked  to  read  two  poems  and  respond 
to  them;  they’re  also  introduced  to  vocabulary  logs,  portfolios,  and  journal  writing. 

• In  the  first  lesson,  students  are  asked  to  create  a chart  to  indicate  dates  when  each  module  will  be 
completed.  Assist  your  student  to  develop  realistic  goals.  Post  a copy  of  the  chart  where  both  of  you 
can  monitor  the  student’s  progress. 

In  a classroom  situation,  students  spend  a minimum  of  150  hours  of  classroom  time  on  their  English 
Language  Arts  9 course  work.  Additional  out-of-classroom  time  is  used  for  related  activities  such  as 
homework  assignments,  literature  reading,  research,  and  working  on  reports  and  essays.  As  well, 
classroom  students  are  expected  to  devote  additional  time  to  reviewing  and  studying  for  tests.  This 
out-of-classroom  time  can  significantly  increase  the  number  of  hours  spent  on  a course. 

Each  module  in  this  course  is  designed  to  be  completed  in  approximately  four  to  five  weeks.  Students 
should  expect  to  spend  about  twenty  to  thirty  hours  on  each  module.  Most  modules  have  three 
sections,  but  Module  1 has  four.  Each  section  should  take  approximately  one  week  to  complete,  but 
additional  time  will  likely  be  needed  to  do  the  Assignment  Booklets. 

• Lesson  3 introduces  students  to  the  process  of  responding  to  texts  through  discussion  and  writing. 

It’s  important  to  note  that  many  texts  (poems,  stories,  films,  cartoons,  photographs,  articles,  etc.)  can 
be  interpreted  in  a variety  of  ways.  The  poem  included  in  Lesson  3,  called  “The  Spy,”  is  a text  open  to 
different  interpretations.  Although  there  may  be  no  single  correct  interpretation  of  a text,  there  can  be 
incorrect  interpretations.  For  example,  a student  may  ignore  or  misunderstand  some  parts  of  the  text. 
Encourage  your  student  to  read  carefully  before  interpreting  and  judging  any  text.  Furthermore,  the 
student  should  learn  to  consider  other  people’s  opinions  carefully  before  accepting  or  rejecting  them. 

• Lesson  4 discusses  the  purpose  and  creation  of  a portfolio.  The  portfolio  will  give  your  student  the 
opportunity  to  respond  creatively  to  a variety  of  texts  using  a variety  of  formats.  Suggestions  are  given 
throughout  the  course  for  portfolio  items;  however,  your  student  does  not  have  to  limit  himself  or 
herself  to  these  suggestions.  He  or  she  may  come  up  with  his  or  her  own  ideas.  While  your  student  does 
not  need  to  respond  to  every  portfolio  suggestion,  he  or  she  should  be  encouraged  to  experiment  with 
different  formats.  Portfolios  give  students  a chance  to  communicate  their  ideas  through  representing. 

Students  are  not  asked  to  submit  a portfolio  item  for  Lesson  4,  but  they  will  be  required  to  submit  one 
as  part  of  their  Final  Module  Assignment  in  Assignment  Booklet  IB. 

• In  Lesson  4,  students  also  begin  to  write  in  their  journals.  A student’s  journal  should  be  a scribbler 
or  coiled  notebook  that’s  used  only  for  journal  writing;  questions  should  be  answered  in  a separate 
notebook  or  on  loose-leaf  sheets  stored  in  a binder.  Journal  entries  should  be  longer  than  just  two  or 
three  sentences.  Students  should  use  the  journal  as  a place  to  explore  ideas  and  express  opinions.  As 
time  goes  by,  students  should  increase  fluency — that  is,  the  ability  to  express  themselves  in  writing.  An 
indication  of  improved  fluency  is  that  the  student  will  be  able  to  write  longer  journal  entries,  often  with 
more  perceptive  ideas,  in  a relatively  short  amount  of  time — perhaps  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes. 
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As  mentioned  previously,  students  aren’t  expected  to  respond  to  each  and  every  idea  for  a journal 
entry;  there  are  many  occurring  throughout  the  course,  and  not  all  are  likely  to  appeal  to,  or  interest, 
each  student.  However,  students  should  do  at  least  half  of  them,  preferably  two-thirds  or  more. 

Students  aren’t  expected  to  edit  (that  is,  correct  errors  in)  each  journal  entry;  but  frequently  in 
Assignment  Booklets  they’re  asked  to  select  one  journal  entry  to  edit,  recopy,  and  submit  for  evaluation. 
Note  the  assessment  criteria  for  journal  writing  in  the  first  Assignment  Booklet.  Take  some  time  to 
discuss  this  criteria  with  your  student  to  ensure  that  he  or  she  understands  the  expectations  for  journal 
writing  in  this  course.  This  criteria  will  be  used  to  assess  journal  entry  assignments  in  subsequent 
modules. 

Section  2:  Becoming  an  Active  Reader 

In  Section  2 of  this  module,  students  review  reading  strategies  and  skills. 

• The  SQ3R  reading  method  taught  in  Lesson  2 is  useful  for  reading  non-fiction  material.  Consequently, 
students  should  be  encouraged  to  use  this  method  when  reading  textbooks  in  other  courses,  such  as 
social  studies  and  science,  or  when  doing  research.  Encourage  your  student  to  use  the  method  in  other 
courses  so  that  this  way  of  reading  non-fictional  material  becomes  a habit. 

• Assist  your  student  to  improve  his  or  her  spelling  skills.  For  some  students,  spelling  is  relatively  easy; 
for  others,  it’s  a constant  challenge.  Students  who  have  trouble  with  spelling  should  be  encouraged  to 
write  on  a computer  and  use  a word-processing  application  with  a spell  checker.  An  electronic  speller 
(a  small  device,  similar  to  a calculator  in  size,  with  a dictionary  program)  is  also  an  excellent  aid  for 
good  and  poor  spellers  alike  because  it  enables  students  to  find  correct  spellings  quickly.  Tips  for 
improving  spelling  are  included  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students. 

• In  Section  2 of  the  Assignment  Booklet,  the  student  is  asked  to  read  an  article  called  “Avalanche”  and 
answer  several  questions  on  it.  Students  should  answer  these  questions  independently— that  is,  without 
assistance.  If  your  student  has  difficulty  reading  the  article,  encourage  him  or  her  to  read  it  twice 
before  attempting  the  questions.  Reading  at  a slower  speed  may  also  help  reading  comprehension. 

It  may  be  helpful,  as  well,  for  students  to  read  the  article  out  loud.  You  may  also  show  your  student 
how  to  search  the  article  for  answers  to  the  questions.  Emphasize  that  answers  should  be  written 
in  complete  sentences  or  paragraphs,  with  reference  to  details  in  the  article  to  support  opinions  or 
general  statements.  It’s  important,  however,  that  each  student  take  the  responsibility  for  the  responses 
so  that  the  teacher,  the  student,  and  you  can  have  an  accurate  benchmark  for  the  student’s  reading 
comprehension  at  the  beginning  of  this  course. 

This  article  should  be  relatively  easy  for  a grade  9 student  to  read  and  comprehend.  If  your  student 
experiences  problems  either  in  reading  the  words  or  in  comprehending  the  content,  this  is  an  indication 
that  he  or  she  likely  has  weak  reading  skills.  In  this  case,  the  student  may  require  remediation  and  will 
likely  need  assistance  in  reading  all  the  material  in  this  course.  You  should  consult  with  the  teacher 
about  the  kind  of  assistance  that  the  student  needs  if  he  or  she  experiences  difficulty  reading  this  article 
or  other  texts  in  Crossroads  9. 

• To  practise  previewing  skills,  students  are  invited  to  preview  the  novels  on  the  recommended  list  and 
make  a tentative  choice  of  the  novel  that  they  wish  to  study  in  Module  5.  The  list  of  novels  is  at  the  end 
of  Assignment  Booklet  lA.  A brief  description  of  the  recommended  novels  may  be  found  by  going  to  this 
Alberta  Education  website: 

http://www.educatioii.gov.ab.ca/k_l  2/ciirriculiim/by  subject/english/ 

Scroll  down  to  Junior  High,  and  click  on  Novels  and  Nonfiction  Annotated  List,  Grades  4 to  12. 


English  Language  Arts  9:  Module  1 


13 


Home  Instructor’s  Guide 


.-.Ml  , •iat>f*««lV><Kvj 


’'■* i*'!, ■ j(f ssibii: .. ■-. " ■ '■  ^ '•' ;m • ■ v 


h i^^' ! ;i  'r'j  < ? ■'v  .y  i v^Ki ji»'- j,  ;V.-’ 

1 ."‘'-■•I’.'Ji  ‘’l^'^^’  ■ ’■'■»*Y&‘V'  ' m^k  Til''. 


j Vf  *.irr<  if»r  » • * »u-j  ipirti " (i 
<Wf|^WWi(r|P^!7'-  -‘ !M;  -r*  Mi 

'•'  '■  ' ' i " I JkLii nil  i 

■■’ ' M!»  !>tt»  j ::  "■  -.v'.v'M-  >■'•■■,  ..»■.  'I*, 


nr'iT’^v 

lik » ^ •'  -'t-.’ '"h'SHitui 111' ^.iHHii  fe'.'Vilii J 


. . «lt 


jNI-IIttefA)  vt^b.T' 


?»•'  'jA..  ‘ .r»i'' ‘ i . " ’ijH. 

i ^CiK\  ' '•  ■ ■•'i'>..va 

'r^M 


f'-rk-  rrrw  fj 

.^UPP  •tT*  ■'*  f ■'  ♦‘V Wi^'l'Cw V^Vf  tvii' ■ ' ,li,  n 


'.  -yv  r I 

^ liS  ' 


,..«•<»'  ffv-  .,.i‘;:f’v^f«vf  r.feytf'vi’tirr't.ii'' 

■ §t.f  •k’  jy  ^ ,-i' VArKAjfy  .>f 

““(v^'.''!t><4#‘:-'?'.^*'-;t!)*’h^ 

,ti»^-- .• ,;  h»  w iicf  ,*vat»i»‘i>-. 

■ 4-S.-*>  J.'y  V^.")l'''<:f.»i 

■''  • ^4'  *.•!<■  t * »mU,’ MTP'  tvir  ;,a)iwi  u 

••'  ■'  .',  kMV^Iw'.X 

rt  / r . ^_  .,. 

•4.  r^iik 

'VA-F*  liWV 

- . fi  Mriif»»f*Mljl 


ASSIGNIVIENT  BOOKLET  t A 


PAT9100  English  Language  Arts  9 
Module  1:  Section  1 Assignment  and  Section  2 Assignment 


Home  Instructor’s  and  Student’s  Comments: 


A 

5^ 

FOR  SCHOOL  USE  ONLY 

Assigned  Teacher: 

STUDENT  FILE  NUMBER 

(if  label  is  missing  or  incorrect) 

£ 

o 

z 

cs  s 

© 

.Q 

(0 

1 

^ o 

^ s 

Cl  « 

Date  Submitted: 

o 

3 

■o 

0 

1 § 

Date  Assignment  Received: 

> 

a 

a 

< 

Grading: 

© 

T3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Ph 

(0 

C 

1 

© 

i 

(0 

1 £ 

T3 

! 5 

© 

© 

0 

a 

j 

1 

1 

' J 

Teacher’s  Comments 


Teacher’s  Signature 


Home  Instructor:  Keep  this  sheet  when  it  is  returned  to  you  as  a record  of  the  student’s  progress. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  are  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet, 
please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  Assignment  Booklets.  Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Put  your  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope  and  take  it  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed.  Attach 
sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope. 

FAXING 

1.  Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 
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You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Education,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://www.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca 


Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be  educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be 
aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored.  Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find 
articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or  inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information 
are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be  accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm 
facts  with  a second  source. 


Copyright  © 2006,  Alberta  Education.  This  resource  is  owned  by  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Alberta  Education,  1 01 55  - 102  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  4L5.  All  rights  reserved. 

This  courseware  was  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education.  Third-party  content  has  been  identified  by  a © symbol  and/or  a credit  to  the 
source  and  must  be  used  as  is.  This  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying,  without  the  written  permission 
of  Alberta  Education.  Changes  can  be  made  only  to  content  owned  by  Alberta  Education.  For  more  detailed  information,  refer  to  the 
Terms  of  Use  Agreement.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  Canadian  copyright  law.  If 
cases  are  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Education  so  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

THIS  COURSEWARE  IS  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  TERMS  OF  A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  1A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9:  MODULE  1 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  25  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  1.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  careftilly  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions. 

If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread 
and  is  readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each 
page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  All  Aboard! 

1.  In  Section  1 you  decided  on  completion  dates  for  each  module.  As  you're  reviewing 
your  schedule,  try  to  think  of  any  occasions  that  might  disrupt  your  study  schedule, 
such  as  travel,  sports  tournaments,  and  so  on.  If  things  like  this  are  going  to  take  up 
some  of  your  time  while  you’re  scheduled  to  be  working  on  a module,  give  yourself 
a little  extra  time  to  get  done.  Also,  give  yourself  an  extra  day  or  tvra  longer  than  you 
think  you’U  need  for  each  module;  you  never  know  what  unexpected  things  (like  a 
cold  or  flu)  might  come  up  that  could  put  you  behind  schedule. 

You’ll  write  a midterm  test  after  you’ve  completed  Module  4 and  a final  test  after 
you’ve  completed  Module  7.  Your  teacher  may  schedule  other  tests  as  well.  In  your 
schedule,  make  sure  you  give  yourself  an  appropriate  amount  of  time  to  study  for 
tests. 

In  the  chart  that  follows,  fill  in  the  dates  when  you  plan  to  have  each  module 
completed  and  ready  to  send  to  your  teacher. 


fModule 

Target  Date  for 
Completion 

Module 

Module  1 

Module  S 

Module  2 

Module  6 

Module  3 

Module  7 

Module  4 
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Teacher’s  Comments: 


2.  In  Section  1,  you  discovered  (or  reviewed)  how  to  write  journal  entries  to  respond 
to  the  ideas  that  you  encounter  in  the  course  materials  or  in  the  literature.  To 
demonstrate  to  your  teacher  that  you’re  handling  the  journal  writing  in  this  course 
effectively,  do  either  question  a.  or  question  b. 

a.  In  Section  1,  you  had  two  journal- writing  opportunities  (lournal  Entry  lA  and 
loumal  Entry  IB).  Polish  and  rewrite  one  of  the  two  entries  that  you  wrote  for 
this  section.  Use  the  space  provided.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to.  Don’t  forget 
to  indicate  which  journal  entry  you’re  sharing. 

b.  Use  the  ideas  in  journal  Entry  lAB  to  write  a journal  entry  as  part  of  your 
assignment.  Write  your  initial  entry  in  your  journal.  Polish  and  rewrite  your 
entry  in  the  space  provided.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to. 

Journal JAB 


Think  about  your  favourite  fun  activity.  Write  a journal  entry  about  this 
activity.  Here  are  some  points  to  help  you: 

• Wliy  do  you  enjoy  doing  this  activity? 

• Wliere  do  you  do  this  activity? 

• Do  other  people  participate  in  this  activity? 

• Do  you  require  special  equipment  to  do  this? 

• Are  there  any  drawbacks  or  disadvantages  to  this  activity? 

• What  are  some  of  the  best  times  you’ve  had  when  doing  this  activity? 
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Your  teacher  will  use  the  following  guidelines  to  assess  your  journal  entries.  Use 
the  descriptions  to  help  you  improve  your  journal  response.  Review  the  journal 
assessment  criteria  before  you  rewrite  your  polished  copy. 


Journal  Assessment  Olteria 

Carefully  edit  mid  proofread  ail  journal  entries  tJiat  are  shared  with  a reader 
Cpartner  or  teacher). 

5 marks:  Tlie  tlioughts  are  perceptive  and  original.  The  content  is  detailed. 
The  waiting  is  well  organized,  and  the  ideas  flow  logically.  Transitional 
de\ices  linking  or  contrasting  ideas  are  used  skilMly  and  eflecdvely  The 
languages  is  precise  and  creative. 

4 marks:  The  thoughts  are  pmt'eptive,  Ihe  content  is  detailed,  ilie  writing 
is  well  organized,  transitions  are  clear,  and  the  ideas  are  easy  to  follow.  The 
language  is  accurate  and  clear. 

3 marks:  The  thoughts  are  well  considered.  The  content  is  relatively 
detailed,  allowing  die  reader  to  understa  nd  the  ideas  and  point  of  \4ew. 

The  wilting  is  organized  so  that  the  ideas  ar  e easy  to  follow.  The  language  is 
straightfoiward  and  clear. 

2 marks:  Little  time  was  spent  thinking  about  and  reflecting  on  the  ideas  or 
questions  that  were  presented.  Few  details  have  been  provided  to  allow  the 
reader  to  understand  mid  appreciate  the  message.  The  ideas  are  not  easy  to 
follow.  The  language  is  vague,  general,  o r inappropriale  to  tire  task. 

1 mark:  Less  time  than  necessary  was  spent  on  diis  journal  entry,  t he  entry 
doesn’t  adequately  cover  the  topic  or  explore  die  important  ideas.  The  ideas 
are  not  supported  with  details.  The  ideas  are  difficult  to  follow^  because  the 
language  is  vague  or  inappropriate. 

0 marks:  The  journal  entry  is  off  topic,  illegible,  has  been  handled 
inappropriately,  or  lacks  sufficient  detail  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the 
assignment. 
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This  is  Journal  Entry  1 


When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  39 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Becoming  an  Active  Reader 

You  were  asked  to  review  the  selection  of  novels  for  this  course.  The  list  of  novels  is 
at  the  end  of  this  Assignment  Booklet.  Which  novel  or  novels  do  you  think  you  will 
preview  before  making  your  final  choice? 


Demonstrate  your  reading  comprehension  and  your  ability  to  respond  to  questions 
effectively  by  reading  the  article  “Avalanche”  and  answering  the  questions  that  follow. 
Respond  to  the  questions  using  complete  sentences  and/or  paragraphs.  Give  reasons 
or  details  to  support  your  ideas. 


Avalanche 

by  Robert  E.  Card 

The  Crow’s  Nest  Pass,  according  to  legend,  received  its  name  as  a result  of  a 
great  battle  between  the  Indians  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation  and  the  Crows.  The 
scene  of  this  battle  was  entirely  obliterated  by  the  greatest  landslide  ever  known 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  April  29, 1903,  a CPR  westbound  freight  train  crawled  slowly 
through  the  Crow’s  Nest  Pass,  through  the  little  mining  town  of  Frank,  and  past 
the  dim,  massive  shape  of  Turtle  Mountain,  The  time  was  just  after  four  o’clock. 

To  the  boys  on  the  train  the  trip  was  routine.  The  sounds  were  just  the  same: 
the  dim,  cold  light  was  normal  for  the  time  of  the  year.  In  the  caboose  Sid 
Choquette,  the  brakeman,  was  thinking  that  he’d  be  glad  when  the  sun  came 
up,  for  the  air  was  cold  and  damp. 

In  Frank  the  bartender  at  the  hotel  had  just  finished  cleaning  up.  He’d  had  a 
hard  night.  He  was  going  home  to  bed — ^just  as  soon  as  he  got  rid  of  a lone 
drunk  who  was  hanging  around.  The  barkeeper  sighed,  put  on  his  hat  and 
reached  out  his  hand  for  the  drunk’s  collar. 
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Dovm  the  street,  Sam  Ennes  stirred  in  his  bed.  For  some  reason  he  was  uneasy 
— he  couldn't  sleep.  He  struck  a match  and  looked  at  his  watch.  The  time  was 
seven  minutes  past  four.  He  lay  down  again,  pulled  the  bedclothes  over  his 


shoulders.  He  shut  his  eyes,  but  in  a minute  he  flicked  them  open  again  and 
lay  there  in  the  darkness.  He  strained  his  ears  to  hear  the  breathing  of  his  vydfe. 
From  another  room,  one  of  his  daughters  coughed. 

In  the  Frank  coal  mine  the  night  shift  was  getting  ready  to  lay  off.  The  nineteen 
men  were  tired,  dirty,  ready  to  quit.  They  plodded  toward  the  mine  entrance. 

One  of  the  men  noticed  that  the  mine  horses  were  acting  very  nervous.  He  was 
too  tired  to  care. 

In  the  Leitch  household,  the  baby  was  crying. 

At  ten  minutes  past  four  hell  broke  loose  in  Frank.  The  whole  top  and  north  side 
of  Turtle  Mountain  slid  with  a terrifying  roar  directly  into  the  Crow’s  Nest. 

The  freight  had  just  passed  the  mountain  when  the  avalanche  struck.  The 
startled  crew,  looking  back  as  the  train  bumped  to  a halt,  heard  a sound  louder 
than  the  loudest  thunder  and  saw  what  they  thought  was  a heavy  gas  or  fog 
rising  from  mountain  and  town.  To  their  surprised  eyes,  the  town  of  Frank 
seemed  to  have  completely  disappeared.  The  crew  gathered  at  the  rear  of  the 
train,  huddled  together  silent,  awed  by  the  sudden  tragedy. 

It  was  Sid  Choquette,  the  brakeman,  who  first  remembered  the  Spokane  Flyer. 
The  express  was  shortiy  due  to  speed  through  the  Pass  on  its  way  to  the  coast. 
The  men  could  guess,  as  they  looked  back,  that  the  CPR  tracks  lay  covered  by 
stone  many  feet  deep. 

There  was  only  one  thing  to  do,  and  Sid  did  that  thing.  He  started  back  toward 
Frank,  over  the  slide  with  pieces  of  rock  still  hurtling  down  from  the  mountain. 
The  dust  was  so  thick  that  he  couldn’t  see  what  lay  ahead.  Some  of  the  stones 
were  as  large  as  boxcars,  but  Sid  went  right  ahead.  He  arrived  in  time  to  flag  the 
Flyer. 

Sam  Ennes,  who  couldn’t  sleep,  suddenly  found  himself  pinned  under  the 
jagged  timbers  of  his  home.  Desperately  Sam  pushed  at  the  weight  that  held 
him  down.  After  a terrible  struggle  he  got  free.  His  legs  were  torn  by  tlie  nails  in 
the  boards.  His  face  was  bleeding  from  many  cuts. 

Somewhere  he  could  hear  his  children  crying. 

He  began  frantically  to  search  in  the  ruins.  He  found  the  three  girls  first,  then  his 
wife.  They  had  miraculously  escaped  serious  injury. 
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Suddenly  Mrs.  Ennes  began  to  shriek  that  the  baby,  Gladys,  was  missing. 
They  searched  in  the  dust-fiUed  darkness,  and  then  Mrs.  Ennes  found  the 


baby  buried  in  slime  and  mud.  Believing  that  the  child  was  dead,  Mrs.  Ennes 
stumbled  toward  the  faint  light  in  the  Maclean  house  beyond  the  stricken 
area.  When  she  arrived,  she  discovered  that  the  baby  was  alive  and  not  even 
scratched.  Mrs.  Ennes  herself  had  a broken  collar  bone. 

In  the  mine  the  workmen  reached  the  entrance.  They  found  it  blocked  up  tight. 
Beheving  that  it  was  just  a small  cave-in,  the  men  turned  and  went  west  to 
another  smaller  exit.  The  horses  remained  in  the  mine. 

When  the  miners  finally  got  outside,  many  of  them  knew  they  would  never  see 
their  homes  and  families  again.  A number  of  the  houses  were  buried  over  100 
feet  deep. 

In  the  Leitch  house  three  children  escaped,  while  three  others  and  the  parents 
were  killed.  One  of  the  children,  a baby,  was  completely  unharmed.  It  was  found 
on  a huge  rock  that  had  been  pushed  quite  a distance  along  by  the  slide. 

The  unharmed  people  of  Frank  wondered  what  had  brought  the  catastrophe 
upon  them.  Some  said  it  was  a volcano,  others  that  it  was  an  earthquake.  Many 
thought  it  was  a mine  explosion  or  a great  quantity  of  gas  suddenly  released. 

That  the  side  of  Turtle  Mountain,  which  seemed  so  friendly  and  protective,  had 
simply  slid  down  on  the  little  town  crouching  under  its  shoulder  did  not  occur 
to  many,  those  first  few  hours.  Tales  of  a visitation  for  sin  were  heard,  and  to  the 
drunk  leaving  the  barroom  this  seemed  likely.  He  started  to  run — no  one  knew 
where. 

Help  was  rushed  to  Frank— not  that  there  was  much  anyone  could  do.  The 
dead  were  already  buried.  The  living  were  in  mortal  terror  that  the  rest  of  the 
mountain  would  come  smashing  down. 

Many  of  the  passengers  on  the  westbound  train  held  up  by  the  slide  tried  to 
walk  across  to  the  train  waiting  on  the  other  side.  They  found  their  shoes  cut  to 
pieces,  their  clothing  ruined  in  the  limestone  dust.  A Calgary  Herald  reporter  on 
the  scene  wired  his  paper:  “To  traverse  two  miles  of  boulders,  some  bigger  than 
a railway  coach,  tossed  into  piles  and  ravines,  is  a task  that  tries  a strong  man, 
well  shod.  For  people  with  thin  shoes,  unaccustomed  to  mountains,  the  trip  is 
almost  suicide.  I had  a suit  of  clothes  ruined  by  the  white  lime,  my  boots  were 
cut  to  pieces,  and  my  physical  system  is  a wreck  that  calls  for  at  least  a week’s 
recuperation.  Editor  please  note.” 
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The  slide  occurred  on  Wednesday  morning.  On  Saturday  Frank  was  a deserted 


village.  A committee,  including  the  mine  inspector,  crawled  up  the  side  of  Turtle 
and  reported  that  they  had  seen  large  cracks,  newly  formed,  which  led  them  to 
believe  that  the  slide  would  reoccur.  This  report,  backed  up  by  the  statements 
of  Engineer  McHenry  of  the  CPR  that  he  had  kept  a careful  watch  on  Turtle 
Mountain  for  most  of  a day  and  had  seen  the  mountain  creeping,  convinced 
the  remaining  citizens  of  Frank  that  they  should  vacate.  Most  of  them  went  to 
Blairmore. 

For  nine  days  a careful  watch  was  kept.  At  the  end  of  nine  days,  when  no  further 
general  slide  had  occurred,  Premier  Haultain  decided  the  citizens  of  Frank 
could  return  if  they  so  wished.  Many  did  return  to  live  most  of  the  summer  in 
terror.  Finally  there  was  a smaller  slide  in  September.  The  slide,  according  to  the 
Calgary  Herald,  was  never  really  reported.  The  Frank  citizens  feared  the  report 
would  “damage  the  town  commercially.” 

One  of  the  touching  incidents  connected  with  the  story  concerns  the  horses 
imprisoned  in  the  mine.  All  but  two  of  the  men  escaped  fairly  easily,  but  all  of 
the  horses  stayed  in  the  mine. 

When  the  rescue  party  managed  to  clear  the  main  slope,  some  twenty- nine  days 
later,  they  encountered  a depressing  sight.  All  but  one  of  the  horses  had  died  of 
starvation  and  thirst.  The  animals  had  gnawed  the  mine  props  and  the  wood  on 
the  cars  in  search  of  food. 

The  remaining  horse  was  fastened  between  a car  and  the  side  of  the  entrance. 
He  was  very  weak — almost  gone.  The  horse  was  given  a few  drops  of  water  and 
brandy.  He  lifted  his  head.  The  party  left  in  search  of  blankets  to  keep  the  horse 
warm  since  they  could  not  move  him.  As  they  went  they  heard  the  horse  neigh 
faintly  several  times.  When  they  returned  ten  minutes  later,  the  horse  was  dead. 
Old-timers  say  the  horse  died  of  a broken  heart.  He  thought  he  was  being  left 
alone  in  the  mine. 

The  greatest  slide  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  the  result  of  a combination  of 
causes.  There  had  been  a mild  earthquake  in  the  region  in  1901  which  may  have 
been  a factor.  The  fact  that  large  chambers  had  been  opened  up  in  tlie  mine  was 
thought  by  some  to  have  caused  the  disaster. 

Turtle  Mountain,  however,  is  peculiar.  It  is  of  limestone,  overthrust  upon  shale, 
sandstone,  and  coal  beds.  The  whole  thing  is  an  unusually  weak  mass  of  rock. 
There  is  some  reason  for  believing  that  the  slide  can  happen  again,  but  Frank 
folk,  apparently,  are  not  worrying. 
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Most  ol  {h(‘  eighty  persons  killed  that  terrible  mooung  \¥ei:e  buried  at  the 


nionienl  ofdeath.  Some  were  not,  andtbeyiie  near  Frank,  \vith.  the  f()llowing 
inscription  on  a common  stone:  ^ 

I lore  1 it'  I } te  Hemains  of  Some  of 
the  Vici  irtis  of  the  Frank  Slide  % 

April  29, 1903 

I he  Frank  Slidi*  has  become  a tragic  iegend  of  tlie  Canadian  Rockies. 


1.  When  did  the  Frank  Slide  occur?  Give  the  date  and  time  of  day. 


2.  Where  did  the  Frank  Slide  occur? 


3.  How  many  people  were  killed  in  the  slide? 


4.  Why  was  Sid  Choquette  worried  about  the  Spokane  Flyer^. 


' Robert  E.  Card,  “Avalanche”  in  Beyond  the  Thin  Line  (Madison;  Prairie  Oak  Press,  1992).  Reprinted  by  permission  from 
Beyond  the  Thin  Line,  Prairie  Oak  Press. 
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5.  How  did  the  slide  affect  the  men  and  horses  in  the  mine? 


6.  What  are  the  likely  causes  of  the  slide? 


7.  Treat  this  question  as  if  it  were  a journal  entry.  (This  entry  will  be  called  Journal 
Entry  2AB.)  In  a thoughtful,  honest  response,  talk  about  the  reading  strategies  that 
you  used  to  read,  comprehend,  and  answer  the  questions  for  the  article  on  the 
Frank  Shde.  In  your  response,  consider  some  of  the  following  questions: 

• Did  you  at  any  point  use  skimming  or  scanning?  If  so,  at  what  point? 

• Did  you  use  the  SQ3R  method  or  a variation  of  this  strategy  that  you  created 
yourself? 

• What  reading  and  comprehension  strategies  did  you  use?  Describe  them. 

• Did  you  have  a mental  dialogue  as  you  were  reading?  That  is,  as  you  were 
reading,  were  you  using  strategies  that  active  readers  use,  such  as  asking 
questions  and  making  predictions? 

• Did  you  encounter  unfamUiar  words?  How  did  you  deal  with  them? 

The  journal  assessment  criteria  from  Section  1:  question  2 will  be  used  to  assess 
this  journal  entry. 


English  Language  Arts  9:  Module  1 


11 


Assignment  Booklet  1A 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  previewing  the  novels  list,  continue  where  you  left 
off  on  page  80  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Submit  Assignment  Booklet  1 A for  assessment. 
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